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In this edition... 

 Implementation and extension of the duration of the EFSI 

 Accessibility requirements for products and services  

 Regulation on binding annual greenhouse emission reductions 

 Tourism Task Force: European Statistics in Tourism / European Visa and Tourism 

 Scrutiny: Air Traffic Management 

 Scrutiny: rights of passengers in bus and coach transport  

 Hearing: A European Strategy for Low-Emission Mobility 

 Exchange of views: Boosting intelligent transport systems and innovative financing; facing decarbonisation 

 

Implementation of the EFSI 

Consideration of amendments and vote 

 Rapporteurs: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D, ES), 

Dominique Riquet (ALDE, FR) 

 Own Initiative procedure, Opinion to BUDG-ECON 

 Vote in TRAN: 36 in favour, 2 against, no 

abstentions 

 Vote in BUDG-ECON: 24 April 2017 

 Vote in Plenary: Tbd 

Extension of the duration of the EFSI 

Consideration of amendments and vote 

 Rapporteurs: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D, ES) 

 Ordinary Legislative procedure, opinion to BUDG-

ECON 

 Vote in TRAN: 32 in favour, 8 against, no 

abstentions 

 Vote in BUDG-ECON: 24 April 2017 

 Vote in Plenary: Tbd 

The Committee discussed and voted on the two TRAN 
opinions on EFSI implementation and the EFSI 2.0 
proposal to extend the fund.  

Members called for a more balanced geographical 
distribution of EFSI investments and a strengthened 
transport dimension of the EFSI. The Committee also 
supported the principle of additionality, earmarking of 
funds for transport, funding synergies with other EU 
funds and greater transparency.  

The main diverging point in the debate was the 
calculation of EFSI funding for public investments in the 
context of the Stability and Growth Pact.  
Finally, the Committee rejected any exemptions of EFSI 
from the Stability and Growth Pact. 

Accessibility requirements for products 

and services 

Consideration of amendments  

The Rapporteur described the main compromise 
amendments reached at the different Shadows 
meetings (to extend the scope of the Directive to 
tourism services, inter-modality, urban transport, etc.). 
Despite the efforts of the Shadow rapporteurs, no 
agreement could be reached concerning the built 
environment, and the vote had to be postponed. The 
Shadows informed the TRAN Committee of their 
position regarding the main amendments, and 
committed themselves to reaching an agreement in 
order to vote at the 10-11 April TRAN meeting. 
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 Rapporteur: Keith Taylor (Greens/EFA, UK) 

 Ordinary Legislative procedure, Opinion to 

IMCO 

 Vote in TRAN Committee: 11 April 2017 

 Vote in IMCO Committee: 25 April 2017 

 Vote in Plenary: April 2017 Tbd 

Regulation on binding annual greenhouse 

emission reductions 

Adoption of draft opinion 

The TRAN Opinion requests that from 2020 onwards, the 
Commission shall evaluate once every two years 
whether progress made by Member States is sufficient 
for them to fulfil their obligations under this Regulation, 
rather than at five-year intervals as proposed by the 
Commission. It also specifies that the Commission shall 
adopt a delegated act, instead of an implementing act, 
which will set out the annual emission allocations. 

Some limitations are requested with regard to the 
flexibilities, namely, if a Member State whose 
greenhouse gas emissions for a given year are below its 
annual emission allocation for that year, it may bank that 
excess part of its annual emission allocation to 
subsequent years, but only without exceeding 5% of the 
annual allocation emission.  

 Rapporteur: Merja Kyllönen (GUE/NGL, FI) 

 Ordinary Legislative procedure, opinion to ENVI 

 Vote in TRAN: 32 in favour, 8 against, no 

abstentions 

 Vote in ENVI: 29-30 May 2017 

 Vote in Plenary: Tbd 

Tourism Task Force 

The Tourism Task Force meeting looked at two topics: 
the Commission’s implementation report on the 
Regulation on European tourism statistics, and the 
current state of play with the new EU visa regulation and 
its impact on the tourism sector. 

 Presentation by the Commission, EUROSTAT: 
Report on European statistics on tourism 

The EUROSTAT representative, Mr Goetzfried, explained 

which type of data is collected under this Regulation, 

such as annual data on tourist accommodation 

establishments, the economic size of tourism industries, 

and detailed information on trips made by EU residents. 

All data and publications are available free of charge on 

the Eurostat website. 

Among the main challenges mentioned was the 

changing tourism market, especially with the growing 

collaborative economy, as well as finding ways of using 

better “big data”. Members asked questions concerning 

the use of this data, its quality and its scope 

(collaborative economy and new types of tourism). 

 Discussion on European Visa and Tourism 

On European Visa and Tourism, the Commission’s 
representative from DG HOME, Mr Paalman, and 
Shadow MEP in the LIBE Committee Mr. Becker, 
informed TRAN of the negotiations on the new visa Code 
and recent problems concerning EU relations with the 
United States. They expect an agreement with the 
Council to approve this new legislation, with positive 
implications for tourism. 

Ms Marano (World Travel and Tourism Council), 
Mr Santander (European Travel Commission) and 
Mr Fairhurst (European Tourism Association), supported 
the necessity to unblock the negotiation on this new 
Regulation. According to them, Europe is losing money, 
jobs and influence with the present visa Regulation. They 
stressed the importance of improved relationships with 
the US and Canada, both very important for the touristic 
sector. 

M. Ujhelyi, Vice Chair responsible for the Tourism Task 
Force, defended the need for a more flexible and 
adapted approach to the tourism sector. He asked the 
TRAN Committee to support the LIBE decision to try to 
unblock the new visa legislation with the Council and the 
Commission. 

EU-ICAO Joint Committee on Air Traffic 

Management – COM(2016)0621 

Scrutiny of the Commission - DG MOVE 

Members listened with great interest to the Commission 
presentation of the annex on Air traffic management 
(ATM) to the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) 
between the EU and the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) of 2011.  

They reacted actively by putting a number of questions 
to the Commission. The latter stressed that the annex to 
the MoC aimed to formalise the relationship between 
the EU and ICAO in the area of ATM and hereby trigger 
the modernisation of ATM systems, promote global 
standards, and ultimately enhance cooperation between 
the EU and ICAO. Therefore, the ICAO global air 
navigation plan needed to take full account of the EU 
ATM plan. By doing so, issues such as cyber security 
could be tackled. 
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Several Members took the view that since the tragic 
plane crash in 2014 close to the Russia-Ukraine border, 
not much had happened. The Commission replied to 
these comments by saying that the situation in Ukraine 
was still evolving and that it was a sensitive issue. Yet, 
the European Aviation Safety Agency EASA was now 
closely and constantly monitoring the situation and the 
EU worked in close cooperation with ICAO on that issue. 

Following remarks by some Members, the Commission 
revealed that it is working on a Communication on 
connectivity which would present possible approaches 
as regards ATM disruptions, notably by promoting best 
practices. The intention was to look into possible 
operational solutions. In the same vein, the Commission 
explained that EASA was currently analysing the "remote 
tower" technology, and that the Agency would soon 
issue related guidance material addressing possible 
safety issues, while carefully considering the human 
dimension.  

Finally, responding to the Chairwoman, the Commission 
explained that it was working closely with ICAO on 
possible practical contributions of the ATM sector to 
environmental objectives. 

Rights of passengers in bus and coach 

transport – COM(2016)0619 

Scrutiny of the Commission - DG MOVE 

The Commission explained that there was criticism 
regarding the implementation of the Regulation on the 
rights of passengers in bus and coach transport. This was 
linked mainly to the legal provisions of the Regulation, 
which limit the scope to journeys of a minimum of 
250 km, allow for exceptions until 2020, or set 
requirements that can be qualified as 'minimalist'.  

As a result, the implementation is rather diverse 
throughout the EU. Members were concerned by the 
lack of adequate measures regarding persons with 
reduced mobility. They agreed that there was an urgent 

need to improve accessibility for them.  Members also 
stressed that the rights of passengers should be similar 
for the different modes of transport. 

Boosting intelligent transport systems and 

innovative financing; facing decarbonisa-

tion 

Exchange of views 

The TEN-T Coordinators (Mr Cox and Mr Secchi) 
explained the main achievements in the Scandinavian-
Mediterranean corridor and the Atlantic corridor. They 
explained the main challenges, not only from a 
geographical perspective but also from a horizontal 
point of view (environmental concerns, ITS 
developments, financial instruments).  

Members underlined the importance of the corridors for 
remote regions, adequate communication towards 
citizens, and the imbalance in investments between 
Northern and Southern Europe. They also stressed that 
it was very important to involve the Parliament in the 
implementation of TEN-T. 

A European Strategy for Low-Emission 

Mobility 

Hearing 

The purpose of the hearing was to provide a 

documentary base for the own-initiative report on this 

subject, as the draft report is to be issued at the 

beginning of April.  

There were two panels of experts: the first panel, with 
representatives of the European Environment Agency 
and INFRAS, set the academic background. The second 
panel was organised as a vivid discussion, having the 
Rapporteur as moderator.  

 

© European Parliament 

Concrete, brief questions were put to each of the six 
panellists, representatives of industries in the main 
modes of transport (IRU, ACEA, SBB, Airbus, Inland 
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Navigation Europe, ECSA), with immediate answers from 
each of them.  

On substance, discussions analysed the state of play and 
future objectives, including different modalities for 
developing low-emission mobility. They focused also on 
the external costs of transport and the role of prices, 
levies and taxes, as well as the efforts and expectations 

of the road, rail, air, inland waterways and maritime 
sectors.  

A great deal of attention was paid to multi-modality and 
the increased need for cooperation between different 
modes of transport to enhance efficiency and make the 
best use of each transport mode, as well as to the 
importance of changing human behaviour towards 
favouring low-emission mobility.  

 

Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda - To be confirmed 

Monday 10 April 2017, afternoon 

 Digitising European Industry (opinion to ITRE INI) - consideration of amendments/Telička 

 European standards – implementation of Regulation (EU) No 1025/ (opinion to IMCO INI) – consideration of 
amendments/Telička 

 Proposal for Directive on registration of persons sailing on board passenger ships operating to or from ports of 
the Community – consideration of amendments/Bilbao 

 Proposal for Directive on a system of inspections for the safe operation of ro-ro-ferry and high speed passenger 
craft in regular service – consideration of amendments/Riquet 

 Proposal for Directive on safety rules and standards for passenger ships – consideration of amendments/Aiuto 

 A European agenda for collaborative economy (opinion to IMCO) – consideration of amendments/Kyllönen 

 Proposal for Regulation as regards promotion of Internet connectivity in communities (opinion to ITRE) – 
consideration of amendments/Țapardel  

 Report on connectivity for a Competitive Digital Single Market (opinion to ITRE) – consideration of 
amendments/Złotowski  

Tuesday 10 April 2017, morning 

 Digitising European Industry (Opinion to ITRE INI) – vote/Telička 

 European Standards – implementation of Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012 (Opinion to IMCO INI) – vote/ Telička 

 Proposal for Directive on registration of persons sailing on board passenger ships operating to or from ports of 
the Community – vote/Bilbao 

 Proposal for Directive on a system of inspections for the safe operation of ro-ro-ferry and high speed passenger 
craft in regular service – vote/Riquet 

 Proposal for Directive on safety rules and standards for passenger ships – vote/Aiuto 

 A European agenda for collaborative economy (opinion to IMCO) – vote/Kyllönen  

 Proposal for a Regulation as regards promotion of Internet connectivity in local communities (Opinion to ITRE) – 
vote/Țapardel 

 Report on connectivity for a Competitive Digital Single market (Opinion to ITRE) – vote/Złotowski  

 Accessibility requirements for products and services (opinion to IMCO) – vote/Taylor 

 Hearing on “Women and Transport – the role of women in solving the shortage of qualified staff in transport” 

Tuesday 11 April 2017, afternoon 

 Exchange of views with TEN-T Coordinators Péter Balázs, Karla Peijs and Brian Simpson on “Enabling multi-
modality and efficient freight logistics” 

 Report on Space Strategy for Europe (opinion to ITRE) – consideration of draft opinion/Meissner  

 Scrutiny: Presentation by the Commission of the draft Delegated Act on adoption and review of technical 
specifications for interoperability 

Meeting room: P1A002 (PHS)  
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TRAN Committee meetings 2017, Brussels 

Wednesday, 3 May, 15h00-18h30 
Thursday, 4 May, 9h00-12h30 
Thursday, 4 May, 15h00-18h30 
 
Tuesday, 30 May, 15h00-18h30 
 
Monday 19 June, 15h00-18h30 
Tuesday, 20 June, 9h00-12h30 
Tuesday, 20 June, 15h00-18h30 
 
Monday, 10 July, 15h00-18h30 
Tuesday, 11 July, 9h00-12h30 
Tuesday, 11 July, 15h00-18h30 
 
 

Thursday, 7 September, 9h00-12h30 
Thursday, 7 September, 15h00-18h30 
 
Monday, 25 September, 15h00-18h30 
Wednesday, 11 October, 9h00-12h30 
Wednesday, 11 October, 15h00-18h30 
Thursday, 12 October, 09h00-12h30 
 
Thursday, 9 November, 9h00-12h30 
 
Wednesday, 22 November, 9h00-12h30 
Wednesday, 22 November, 15h00-18h30 
Thursday, 23 November, 9h00-12h30 
 
Monday, 4 December, 15h00-18h30 
 

 

Useful links 

TRAN website: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/TRAN 

Policy Department Publication in the European Parliament: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html 

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 

European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter 

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html 

SESAR Joint Undertaking news: http://www.sesarju.eu/newsroom/all-news 

Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en 

DG MOVE newsletter: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/media/newsletter_en 

Maltese Presidency of the Council: http://www.eu2017.mt 

 

Follow us on Twitter : @EP_Transport 

For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: 
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
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